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SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature, |
think it ought to be extremely difficult to amend the
constitution. I have given my reasons in the past, so | won"t
go into that. But 1 do want to comment about this initiative
LB 413 that people keep talking about, and various of my
colleagues suggest that it was a grassroots effort that defeated
that when time came to vote for it. That"s not true. There was
a lot of money on the other side, but there was one organization
that was the deep pockets, then a lot of other kind of
hangers-on joined in, but there was money on the other side.
The education Jlobby saw what was about the happen. Had there
not been that organizational effort put forth to counteract
those money-grubbers who supported LB 413, that LB 413 item
would have been approved by the voters. So nobody can point to
any example where grassroots efforts, or ordinary people

defeated any initiative effort, no matter what the subject. As
the Speaker has pointed out repeatedly, an organization can buy
its way onto the ballot. 1"d like to remind Senator Dierks that

the first order of business whenever one of these efforts is
undertaken 1is fund raising, get as much money as you can.

"Deacon' Jones pointed out how much money is spent. So that
fact 1is not open to dispute in my mind. Right now there is an
attempt to put a term limits proposition on the ballot. At

least one black woman has been imported from Washington, D.C. to
organize the efforts to circulate the petitions in my district
and in other parts of the black community which are not in my
district. And you know what they"re telling black people? It
won"t affect Senator Chambers, because he is going to retire.
That 1is the official line that these people were told to use,
and when they train young people in the community, they tell
them to say the same thing. Some of the young people are doing
this for that reason alone, plus they"re given 75 cents per
signature. They also, the people whoare circulating this
petition, misrepresent what it does. They say, the way it is
now Senator Chambers can only be in office two terms. Well,

I1"ve already been in more than two. But they give the
impression that there®s something new on the horizon, that 1 can
only serve two terms. If this petition is successful, then it
means | can serve as many terms as the people want tc put me in.
So they"re misrepresenting my impending retirement. Brothers
and sisters, unfortunately, when | retire from this place, 1
will retire right into the crematorium. People in my district



