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to $1.00. That's where we're focused, really. And my argument 
would be that we ought to be as conservative as we can until 
that point in time so that we know we can do it without any 
hardship, without any financial hardship. This transfer would 
make...would move in that direction, would be a conservative 
step to ensure that that money is there two years from now. 
Finally, Senator Wehrbein argues that the public will think that 
we spent it all. But here's what you can say to the public. 
Folks, our budget was so low that we didn't put $25 million into 
the savings account, but with a transfer we made on the last 
day, we put $43 million total into the savings account this 
year. That's a pretty powerful thing to be able to say to the 
public, I think. Of course, we're taking $35 million out in 
property tax relief. So you can characterize it another way. 
We put in the money into the...we saved $43 million for property 
tax relief and payed $35 million out of it out to you this year, 
and we still saved another $8 million, which will be used for 
property tax relief in the future. So I think...I believe very 
strongly that the stronger arguments are to move the money into 
the Reserve Fund. Thank you.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Bohlke,
please.
SENATOR BOHLKE: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members. I had said
to Senator Wickersham, but I...probably Senator Beutler, as I 
have listened...and I thought Senator Wickersham's words were
some that we should take heed in really understanding and making
sure, when we get out of this session and we go home and talk to 
our constituents, that we can explain to them exactly the 
picture that you have painted and what direction we should be 
going. Now, I have to tell you, last...not last weekend, but 
the weekend before, I happened to be home in my district at a 
meeting with a group of constituents. And I laid out for them 
the possibility that it looked like we would be doing the 
two and a half percent to three percent, whatever that may be, 
would be the end result, and what that would probably mean in 
property tax relief for their homes. To a person, at the 
meeting, they said, for goodness sakes, take the money and put 
it in the Reserve; that's ridiculous, because we're going to 
have down times. Now, that, I don't think, as Senator Hudkins
and I were talking, would be the same answer you would get from
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