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Senator Beutler's amendment or others. This is serious 
business. We make mistakes about what we're projecting for 
revenues, we overuse revenues, we overcommit ourselves, we have 
got a big problem. I've been in this Legislature when we've 
addressed a problem like that. It...
SENATOR COORDSEN: Time.
SENATOR WICKERSHAM: ...wasn't nice.
SENATOR COORDSEN: (Visitors introduced.) Our...moving on to
our list of speakers, then, Senator Wehrbein.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr. President, members of the body, I am
going to oppose Senator Beutler's amendment. And I want to 
emphasize, I...it's not a big issue with me. It just seems like 
it's unnecessary to do at this time. I always like to have 
money in the Cash Reserve, but I think we ought to keep it in 
the minimum reserve at this point. And Senator Wickersham made 
some of the points that I wanted to make. By law, it's three to 
seven percent for the minimum reserve. And I don't believe it 
hurts at this point to carry some of that extra money in our 
checking account, so to speak, at this time, and wait and see 
where we will be. If we truly have this excess money, it'll 
automatically transfer in next June, especially if our...I mean, 
if our forecasts stay appropriate so that there will be excess 
money. But I think it's an exercise that we don't need to do, 
and it's going to put an extra step into the process of getting 
it out if we in fact do need it before next year, if it would 
really get that serious. But the other issue that I'm concerned 
about is, it does make it subject to misinterpretation by the 
public. It's...if we do this, it's going to show our line 
simply a very small amount above the minimum reserve. And 
unless you carefully watch this and understand it very 
carefully, it's going to show that we've taken our spending down 
to just slightly above the minimum reserve. And they're going
to say, where did that money go? Oh, it...by the way, we put it
in Cash Reserve. Oh, well, I don't know whether I understand 
that or not. And I just believe that it's really not necessary 
to tinker with at this point. If in fact we stay strong, we 
have excess reserves, it'll get into the Cash Reserve in due 
time. But in the mean time, it's there in the checking account.
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