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amendment, you have to understand that there are certain
programs that are required by the federal... the feds when they
provide assistance. There is this perception or this...the
creation, 1 think, by Senator Beutler of providing services to
low-income individuals that are...that meet the typical
stereotype of a welfare family. Let"s just step back for just a
moment, back even from the point of the...of these being
required by the federal government, let"s step back and look at
the reality of who 1is in these programs, who we"re providing
services to, who Senator Jones and | have felt so strongly about

that we have sponsored this legislation. Elderly people, we
have elderly people. What if what Senator Beutler is talking
about here means that we cannot provide meal assistance to
elderly people? What, and we"re talking about social

programming here, what if it means something that...that would
not be able to keep an elderly person who is living in one of
these facilities out of a nursing home by virtue of being able
to provide some sort of programming? You know, we"re getting
into some mind-set about this that it"s not about...that it"s
about the people that we perceive it to be about rather than the
people that it is about. And the people that it"s about, that
Senator Jones and | have seen, are older people, very often
people who have physical disabilities. In the Broken Bow
Housing Authority, they have a huge waiting list for four units
that they have that are available for individuals who are
disabled. That"s where the waiting list is. They don"t have as
great a waiting list for just regular units. They have the
waiting list for people who are disabled. So we provide some
social programs to keep those people in public housing and that
means they don"t have to go into a nursing home.lt"s probably
going to mean that we"re spending a whole Ilot less of our
resources by virtue of doing that. Part of what we"re talking
about here is not social engineering but what...what we need to
provide to individuals who might fall through the cracks under
the welfare reform that we have right now, that"s going to help
them be able to be successful and help us be able to manage our
costs. It is iIn society"s interest that people, especially
older people who make up most of the residents of housing
authorities, have a place tolive. That is...that is something
that |1 think is pretty fundamental to society and | don"t think
that 1 ...



