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course, because the programs are so expensive that they be
coordinated to the greatest extent possible. And we try to do
that through DHS, Health and Human Services, by focusing in that
agency most of the responsibility for assisting people and most
of the responsibility for seeing that that assistance is
coordinated, one; and two, for seeing that all people in like
circumstances have equal access to the assistance. Both of
those things are extremely important. So DHH is the center for
seeing that this program, as a whole, for those who need
assistance, operates smoothly, efficiently, et cetera. But now
we have off to the...off to the side an agency that"s been there
for a long, long time that takes a completely different approach
to assisting and that is the approach of owning assets, in part,
although they do other things, obviously, but they don®"t have
any responsibility for looking at the big picture and for
coordinating and for seeing that all people in like
circumstances, everywhere in the state, have the same kind of
access and the same kind of advantage or disadvantage.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.

SENATOR BEUTLER: Now we are expanding that tail on the dog,

which is the housing authority, which did part of the work, a
piece of the work, and we"re saying to it, with this bill, hey,
go ahead and do a lot of other things that help with assistance
to the poor, all these programs that | just described to you in
its purposes, do whatever you think you need to do and,
hopefully, it will be coordinated with DHS, DHH and other
services, hopefully, maybe it will be the same thing that other
housing authorities in other parts of the state are doing, but
we know it won"t be the same thing. They will be all over the
place in terms of how much assistance and how creative and
aggressive they are in supplying assistance. So on matters of
equity and on matters of coordination, not even talking about...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time, Senator Beutler.

SENATOR BEUTLER: ...the necessary leveraging that they would
need to do. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Beutler. Senator Tyson,
there are no other lights. Do you wish to close on your



