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ways to talk about, and to describe this, is to ask yourself
what powers existed under current law, and what powers exist
under the new law. In the current law, without describing them
one by one, but just to give you the general flavor of this, it
takes two pages in the statutes and it has about 11 sections in
it. IT you look at AM7149, the power section begins on page 36
and 37 and 38 and 39 and 40 and 41 and 42 and 43 and 44 and 45
and 46 and 47 and 48 and 49 and 50 and 51 and 52 and 53 and 54
and 55. So instead of having two pages of powers, you have
15 pages of powers, and instead of having 9 subsections, you
have 45 elaborate subsections. And 1 defy you to tell me that
this 1is not an expansion of powers. So 1 said to the lobby,
let"s just substitute the old powers for the new powers, if
you"re telling me that you can do everything now, that there"s
not much difference. Well, that wasn®"t a very good idea. That
didn"t get very far. So why didn"t it get very far? Because
the truth of the matter is, and common sense would tell you, and
the reading of these powers will tell you that there 1is a
dramatic expansion envisioned by what"s happening here today.
And the question is, whether that meets with your approval or
not? But 1 want to give you a flavor of some of these powers,
and some of them start out in a traditional sort of way. It
says: to enter into, execute, and perform contracts,
instruments, and agreements of every kind and description within
and without its area of operation. It kind of takes us
belong. ..beyond whatever geographic location they are authorized
to operate in. And then it says: in furtherance of the purposes
of the Nebraska Housing Agency. So then you shift back to the
part of the bill that talks about purposes. And that part of
the bill is broad and expansive. And let me just read to you
one of the purposes, so they can execute any Kkind of contract
for this purpose for example: programs of every Kkind and
description to advance the social, educational, and economic
well-being and economic and social self-sufficiency of persons
receiving housing assistance under the act, so as to create
wholesome living environments, eliminate Jlong-term poverty,
encourage gainful employment, develop social and economic
self-sufficiency, including living independently, and enhance
personal responsibility. Now if that isn"t Big Daddy talking, 1
don"t know what it is. Paternalistic government,...

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.
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