
May 18, 1999 LB 176

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

manufacturer of personal watercraft in this county asked the 
industry to voluntarily limit speeds of jet skis to 65 miles per
hour. So obviously they're operated at an excess of 65 if you
have the leading manufacturer of jet skis saying that the
industry should voluntarily limit the speed to 65 miles per
hour. And I think that Senator Schmitt pretty well hit the nail 
on the head and that is, would we turn 14-year-old kids loose on 
any type of motorcycle or machine of that type that would go 
65 mile an hour? I would respond to Senator Tyson that he 
talked about getting young kids off of tractors. I learned to 
drive a tractor when I was 12 years old, but it was an old Allis 
Chalmers and it'd barely go ten mile an hour. I wasn't really 
very reckless on it because it wouldn't go any faster than that. 
Now I know tractors go faster than that today and I'm sure that 
there are 12-year-olds and 14-year-olds that are driving 
tractors, but those are usually in the fields and under
supervision of their father, as I learned. I don't think that's 
a good comparison and I...I have never seen a tractor towing a 
water skier, although maybe Senator Tyson has. (Laughter)
We've got a piece of machinery here that, according to the 
industry itself, should be limited to 65 miles per hour. 
Obviously, that is a machine that people need to be trained, 
with due reference to safety, to operate. I think that it is 
not unreasonable to ask that somebody be 16. And the practical 
matter is that if you set the age limit at 16, then you can
refer to a driver's license. If you set it at 14 and you have
Game and Parks officials or other law enforcement officers 
checking ages, how do you prove you're 14? It's a real problem
in enforcement, and it isn't going to deprive them of much.
They can wait till they're 16 and take the course and enjoy it.
So I...I strongly urge you to support Senator Bohlke's
amendment, first of all to make this apply to jet skis only, 
personal watercraft, and then the amendment to set the age at 
16, and I think we can just have a regular up and down vote on 
this. It's a policy decision. I've discussed this with some of 
you. Some of you believe that it should definitely be 14, 
others of you strongly believe, as I do, it should be 16. I 
think all we need to do is count the red and the green lights 
and determine what the policy of this state should be. Thank 
you.

SENATOR SCHIMEK: Thank you, Senator Matzke. Senator Schrock.
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