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straw, whatever they used, decomposed those chickens. And I 
didn't realize that you could use larger animals in the same 
manner until I sat in for the first time on the Ag Committee and 
it was very interesting for me to listen about how they could do 
this with larger animals. I can see that up to 300 pounds, is 
that right, Senator Dierks, just nod, 300 pounds maximum that 
you can use this for and that will, as Senator Jones alluded to, 
take care of most butcher hogs. And I can understand the 
situation that the rendering companies are going through right 
now. It's not been very profitable business for them the last 
few years because of the fact that the by-products that they 
produce could contaminate other feed products and other animals, 
although I don't know as what this anthrax has really been found 
to be prevalent here in the United States or not. As far as I 
know, it hasn't been and I wonder once in a while about the 
foreign countries whether they really know whether this disease 
is there or not. But if we don't do something like this, I can 
understand what's going to happen. We're going to have a big 
mess on our hands especially out in the areas where most of the 
animals are either fed or raised. The fact that sheep are the 
carrier of...also of this mad cow disease, I was confronted with 
that situation when I still had my processing plant. Why, I'd 
put the sheep, you know, if one of them was bad or something, in 
this barrel and they came the next morning and the sheep was 
threw out of the barrel and was laying there. So I called the 
rendering company, I said why aren't you picking these animals 
up? Well, they said we can't do that anymore with sheep. So I 
would imagine though, I don't know how many sheep are raised in 
this state, but those sheep could also be used in the 
composting. I don't know why there's anything on sheep that 
would cause them not to decompose in the same manner. I think 
it's a good bill. I'm going to support it and I don't think it 
will be overdone. If the tankage price and so on, bone meal and 
grease that is rendered from animals, if it gets on the 
increase, I mean if the supply and demand takes care of that to 
the point where they're going to be using more of the tankage, 
you're going to see a less need then when these companies, when 
the price comes up on their by-products, they are more apt to 
come and pick up all of the animals as they had in the past. I 
understand now they can't stop for one dead hog. It's 
feasibly...probably it's not workable for them. But anything 
from I would say 600 pounds on up they are going to probably


