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to me, that's a big part of this particular bill, is we're 
talking about new money. Now, in the rural areas, let's say, 
and Senator Vrtiska suggested that his district may not build a 
convention center, that may be true. Not every...not all 49 of 
us are going to have a convention center built in our district, 
in fact a very small percentage of us. I think that's ... that's 
accurate. I doubt my district will see anything directly
either. But there...the catch here, the thing that brought both 
rural and urban interests together, is that 30 percent of that 
attributable revenue goes into a fund that can be used by
communities across Nebraska for various things, for a wide range 
of uses, including convention centers, but a lot of different 
things, 30 percent. So if, imagine with me that the city of
Omaha goes forward with this, and I think that's a safe bet. If
the city of Omaha goes forward after this bill is passed and 
decides to build a convention center, let's assume, and I think 
the numbers show there will be about $3 million a year in new 
sales and income tax that the state would throw back to the city 
of Omaha to help pay for the convention center. Thirty percent 
of that amount, $900,000 a year, goes into the fund that rural 
communities can access. Don Macke, director of the Nebraska
Rural Development Commission, has been instrumental in helping 
structure how that fund will be allocated, and rural members of 
the Revenue Committee, were very forceful in playing a part in 
how that money could be spent. So that's 30 percent or $900,000 
a year that you'd never see, new money, found money brought into 
this fund, spent for rural communities. And I guess the last 
thing I would say, there has been discussion on this floor 
that...and Senator Chambers has said that some of us from Omaha 
are not participating, we're not being involved in the debate.
Well, I tell you, folks, let's tell it like it is here. I hate
to use the "F" word on the...
SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.
SENATOR BRUNING: ...floor, but I'm going to use the "F" word.
This is a filibuster. This is one member of the Legislature
deciding to stall the proceedings to receive further
concessions. Now we hate to use the "F" word out here on the
floor, but this is what it is. It's a filibuster. And so
from...in my mind, if Senator Chambers wants to filibuster,
that's fine. That's his prerogative. Any of us can do that.
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