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50-50, and I've said this before and I would like to bring out 
again, that the commitment, and I read this when it was on 
General File, back in 1995, when on Select File, and every time 
it was reported that the commitment was $33 million from 
checkoff dollars and $42 million from General Fund. That was 
the understanding at that time. Since then, the checkoff 
dollars has produced, it's assuming a little bit the next couple 
of years and this is with the checkoff at one-half cent rather 
than three-quarters, that the checkoff money will have 
contributed between $36 million and $37 million which is 
$3 million or $4 million more than was originally intended, but 
the General Fund money is contributing exactly what they 
committed themselves to and that was $8 million the first two 
years, $7 million the next two, $6 million the next two. I 
would like to see it stay at $6 million. I don't think the 
checkoff funds have gone back on what their commitment was one 
bit because we still contributed more than what we had agreed to 
in the very beginning. But in the sense of compromise, I will 
not oppose Senator Beutler's amendment. Thank you.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Wehrbein, on the Beutler amendment.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mr. President and members, very briefly I
support Senator Beutler's amendment; and I want to say in spite 
of some of the things said here today, I think you can be proud 
of your ethanol industry in Nebraska. And besides that we have 
many, many spin-offs, and even the few things I can think of 
that are actually bigger players than some particular plants 
than the ethanol. We have high fructose syrup, we have 
methionine, and we have biodegradable plastics. And I think 
there's another plant being built in Blair at this point 
adjacent to their original plant, and I can't remember offhand 
what it is...
SENATOR RAIKES: Mannitol.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: What is it?
SENATOR RAIKES: Mannitol.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Mannitol. So we have a huge spin-off that
actually in due time could well be a bigger industry for corn
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