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green sheet that Senator Elaine Stuhr handed out and I will tell
you I°m rather proud of that. And I think all of you ought to
be here proud of that and all Nebraskans ought to be proud of
that because that 1is the result of what our previous checkoff
has done along with some General Funds. An interesting thing to
me is, as | was looking at these, they"re good jobs and
particularly the giant plant with multicapacities for different
products at Blair is unbelievable and it"s going to be forever,
as long as we need the plant, the high fructose syrup, all the
things that they produce. So I"m kind of surprised actually
that we want to slow down the engine that is working so well in
Nebraska. 1 will tell you to be straightforward about this, |
introduced a bill just like Senator Wickersham has here to stop
the General Funds and to stop the checkoff as of December 31st
of this year because It was apparent, under our present
agreement, we were going to have a surplus in the fund. But 1
had always...1 did that in January, but I had always said if
there was new or expanded production 1 would Hlisten to some
opportunities. I hadn"t been aware at that time that there was
expansion contemplated going on. It is true the California
market at least appears to be something that is on the horizon.
The issue of methanol not being the product that it was thought
it was to be is going to be making a difference. | think it
will make more of a demand for ethanol. The plants that, so
even though we®ve met our agreements and there®s enough money to
do that without having these checkoffs continued in the General
Fund, there is expansion being projected. The one at Imperial
is very interesting and is hinging on, it"s going to be built.
It"s either going to be in Colorado or it"s going to be in
Nebraska. The one at Sutherland is comingon line and will
provide a market in that part of the state. Ifyou happened to
look geographically, that"s going to be spread out, and the
other ones are contemplating expansion. And even if it didn"t
add a dime to the price of corn, it seems to me the jobs that"s
providing, thegood jobs it"s providing, most of these are going
to be in rural Nebraska wherethe options are going to be
available for local farmers, if you will, to have good jobs as
well as a market for their corn. So the upshot of this is I do

oppose Senator Wickersham™s amendment. We are reducing the
checkoff, by the way, via Senator Elaine Stuhr"s present
situation inthe bill that it"s now a half a cent instead of

three-quarters. So | believe that a half a cent for one more
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