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Transcriber's Office

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
this is one time I'm going to stick to what is before us, and 
that is Senator Kristensen's amendment. This whole process has 
gotten unduly complicated, it is very confused, because the 
befuddlers in the executive branch have gotten involved. People 
have called the federal officials and asked them to put pressure 
on the Legislature. Some guy who calls himself a judge, and if 
I had time I was going to check his credentials to see if he
ever took and passed the bar examination, if he ever in fact was
a judge, and if he no longer is a judge, did he leave the bench 
voluntarily? That's the way I usually check these kind of 
things out, because when you got a big shot federal official 
who's a judge, Senator Coordsen, see, you and I are easily
impressed. You're out there on your tractor and I'm...still got
the barber mentality. I mean somebody with the title judge is 
awfully impressive and awe-inspiring. So for this judge, who is 
also a federal official, to drop everything he's got, to come 
traipsing out here to Nebraska, which is not politically potent 
on the national scene, really makes me wonder, who has that kind 
of clout in Nebraska, and what is going on here? We have
something more than just child support collection. We didn't 
have anybody from the federal government, as far as I know,
coming here on that nuclear waste facility matter, and that 
involves other states and much more crucial matters as far as 
the life of the state and the people as a whole than this bill.
But we didn't have a judge coming out here for that. We were
talking about a boundary dispute between Nebraska and one of 
those states to the south of Nebraska, it's hard for me to keep 
them straight. No judge came here to tell us about that. But 
then I'm in my office, doing my work and, Senator Bohlke, what 
do I hear? (Knock, knock, knock.) And I go open the door, and 
it is a host of state officials, even I think Mr. Wusk was 
there, too. And in the middle of this conclave of people was 
the judge. And I knew we were into something then. But after 
listening to the judge, listening to all the things that have 
been said, I think this thing has been convoluted, twisted and 
turned for purposes other than just insuring that child support 
payments that are made will get to the custodial parent as they 
are supposed to. I think Senator Kristensen's amendment is 
clean enough, it contains the essence of the issues we have to 
deal with to be a good starting point. So I'm going to support
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