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hearing it, instead of merely uttering it, it has much greater
impact on me. And were I not persuaded, what you read would
have persuaded me. The people are the ones given the right to
circulate these petitions, and they can put anything in those
petitions they want to, anything. They can draft it anyway they
want to. Do you think the Secretary of State is going to read
that businesspeople®s petition with all the obvious errors in
it, and have the gall to say, this cannot go on the ballot? The
Secretary of State is going to stand up to the business powers
throughout this state? No! The Secretary of State would say,
it goes on the ballot, then the other side could challenge it.
This is creating a political football. If none of_the issues
involved were polrtical, maybe the issues that 1°m raising would
not be as pertinent, but I do not want any official of this
state correcting these petitions. But beyond that, what is the
Secretary of State going to have to go through to determine
whether or not it violates the U.S. Constitution, whether it
violates the U.S. laws? Is the Secretary of State going to know
all aspects of the constitution that are implicated by the
petition? Is that what you want to convert the Secretary of
State into, a legal research bureau? And then any law, any U.S.
law, suppose somebodﬁ said it implicates the commerce clause,
because we don"t know what these crazy people are going to be
trying to do with these peitions. And somebody else might say,
well, it involves the supremacy clause of the United States, as
some of those term limit things did. So he would then say,
well, maybe you got a point there. Then somebody else would
start writing legal memoranda to the Secretary of State and say,
you be sure and you look at these things, because these parts of
the Constitution and these federal laws are involved. And if
you don"t deal with them, then 1°m going to use this against you
to show that you are biased in favor of or prejudiced against.
And we create a brand new area for ?olitical dispute. If | were
circulating a petition, maybe 1 would like nothing better than
to have a political dispute such as this generated, because it
costs me no money, and maybe 1 don"t have a lot of money. But I
can certainly keep the pot boiling, and then I can make press
releases and | could have the media running to me, because they
like cheap, sensational stories, and 1"d know how to
sensationalize. 1°d know the kind of comments to make. 1 could
turn a phrase. And then we"d get away...
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