
May 12, 1999 LB 267

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

to sell liquor for 48-hours and don't do anything except fine 
them up until that point. That is why you need discretion and 
significant penalties. When these kinds of things happen, you 
need to be able to come down harder than simply fining somebody 
and letting them buy themselves out of the case, which is what 
happens now. There are occasions as simple as the compliance 
check problem, overwhelming the store, an ill-trained clerk.
However, I got to tell you right now, the law says that clerk's
on for a 1,000 dollar penalty, not the store, the clerk. The 
clerk has the 1,000 dollar penalty. The kid has a 500 dollar 
penalty, and the kid also has a 30-day jail sentence staring him 
in the face, and the merchant, who is profiting from the 
exchange, buys off the offense with the Liquor Control 
Commission. The clerk pays $1,000, the kid pays $500, goes to 
jail, the retailer buys off the fine with the Liquor Control
Commission.
SENATOR CROSBY: One minute.
SENATOR LANDIS: That's where we are now. I don't think that
situation is fair. I think there's plenty of deterrent there. 
It seems to me legitimate to have the discretionary tool for 
repeat offenders consistent with what our expert front-line 
defense of the people who are supposed to administer these kinds 
of licenses tells us they need in the fight against teen 
drinking. That's the least we can do. I ask you to vote
against the Brashear amendment.
SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Senator Landis. Senator Chambers.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Madam President, members of the Legislature,
I wasn't on the floor while the maneuvering was going on that 
put the bill in its present form but I was watching it. There 
has been so much compromising on this bill now that I don't see 
it as being a principled bill at all. Everybody is getting 
something, so maybe to the shock and amazement of Senator 
Brashear I'm going to support his amendment. Let the liquor 
industry have what they want on this one, as they were given 
what they wanted on the booi:, and as Creighton and other private 
schools were given on the right to have a license to sell 
liquor. It used to be that when these issues came up, people 
talked about principle. Well, the only principle involved now
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