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able to live in the subsidized portion. The other up to 
60 percent of the project could be available to individuals of 
higher incomes that do not qualify for subsidization, and under 
the Smith amendment that amount would be 100 percent of the 
median, and in counties outside the metropolitan area it could 
go to...or counties that are smaller counties that could go to 
125 percent of the median. So that would allow for...for the 
margin between the people who could live in the subsidized 
portion and the people who could live in the unsubsidized 
portion is fairly small, and the other part that we have to 
think about is whether, as a moderate income person, we're...you 
would be willing to live in public housing, pay the full market 
rate, because you must pay the full market rate, and also submit 
all of your income, your tax statements and things like that, so 
that you can be income qualified to be able to do that. The 
other...the other part that we need to think about in...is what 
we're really talking about in terms of the impact of public 
housing in...competitively in the private market. In Lincoln, 
there are 44,000 units of rental property. Twelve hundred of 
those units are public housing. Currently, Lincoln public 
Housing Authority has 65 units that are available to 
nonqualified, to higher than...than subsidized individuals, and 
they have a waiting list...
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.
SENATOR BROWN: ...of 500. The Omaha public Housing Authority
has 2,770 units and 800 people on the waiting list. Kearney 
public Housing Authority has 276 units and 105 on the waiting 
list. So you can see that fairly substantial waiting list in 
each case. And so we're not talking about impacting probably 
very substantially into the private market and, plus, we're 
going to have to income qualify these individuals. So I oppose 
this aspect of the Smith amendment and...and also encourage you 
to vote it down. But I also encourage you in any incarnation 
that it may come back in the...
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Time.
SENATOR BROWN: ...future to also consider voting it down.
Thank you.


