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so I might as well stand up and say a few things. And, Tfirst of
all, 1 want to say that I"ve been on the committee every year
that this bill has come before us and it is a very complex bill,
and I certainly can understand the confusion that it might
cause, and I would also like to say that I think Senator Brown
has worked very, very hard with different constituency groups,
once the bill came out of committee, to try to address concerns
and problems that the different constituency groups have. And 1
think that, Kou know, we may not have all the problems addressed
yet. 1 think part of this does boil down to philosophy and
Senator Beutler has expressed very well, 1 think, some of his
philosophical concerns. But it is my understanding, and this is
why am supportive of the bill and the committee amendments and
the Brown amendments and so on, it"s my understanding that there
does have to be a revision in state law, that there does have to
be a means by which housing authorities can operate because the
federal funds are going to diminish. They are not going to be
there in the same amounts that they have been before. And some
of the...some of the concerns that are being raised 1 believe
are already in state statute, that the housing authorities can
already do some of these kinds of things and have been doing
some of these Kkinds of things. For instance, | know that in
Lincoln, the Lincoln Housing Authority has had projects with
mixed incomes, and they have been very successful. Part of the
strategy for dealing with low-income housing has changed over
the years and we no longer think it"s necessarily a good idea to
put all the Ilow-income housing in one spot or have all one
income level in that particular housing unit; that it is better
to have scattered site housing and 1t is better to have mixed
incomes in that housing development. And some of the problems
that are typically associated with housing developments then go
away. Senator Beutler and | had a little conversation off floor
here about how it would be much better, maybe, to give housing
allowances to people and not even have housing authorities.
Well, 1 think that would take a tremendous, a tremendous shift
in the way we"ve been doing things and | don"t see that coming
at the federal level, at least not right now. And maybe he"s
right, maybe that is a better approach, but for right now, 1™m
not convinced that that will work. And I know that the needs in
rural communities are particularly strong. In fact, if 1 might
share with you, 1 don"t think Senator Brown would mind, at one
point when some of these agreements weren"t being worked out,
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