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Legislature. To say that | was proud is an understatement this
morning. I heard some points that 1°d not considered, and they
came from a wide variety of people. And when 1 ?o out and give
the rubber-chicken speeches, and 1 find myself doing more of
those, and 1 look like I give more of them, | try never to miss
the opportunity to tell them how proud I am of people who serve
here. And it"s been universally true for the Ilast 11 years.
The Taces and names change and, sure, people vote and make me
angry, and the next day 1 forget it because they"re my ally on
the very next thing, and they really do a great job that day of
voting. But by and large, this Legislature does very, very good
work. And given the right information, they make the right
decisions. Now, it may take me a few years to figure out why it
was the right decision, but they do do those things. The
ability for people to stand up and talk about compensating other
peo?Ie who are going to serve in their place in future years is
really, really a very, verﬁ good thing. You know,
statistically, the average is, look around, in the next siXx

years you'renot going to see the same faces in this
Legislature. They"re all going to be gone and somebody new will
be sitting in each one of these seats In six years. And if you

want new people to come in who look pretty good when they get
their picture in the front ﬁage of the er, or if you want
other people to come in who have a job that doesn"t allow them
to be here for six months a year, because that"s what the job
is, and quite frankly, how many of you just serve six months a
year? Most ofyou are off doing forums and aregoing to
meetings in your district, taking constituent complaints all
year round. You probably work at least three to four days a
week during the off season. More and more people have come to
expect more and more of state government, and most of your time
is spent saying, no, I1*m sorry,wecan"t do everything for
everﬁbocéy. But it takes your time todothat. And so I°m proud
of the debate this morning, and I...it reaffirms my belief that
thereis a very good group of people who are serving here. 1
would hope that you would move this on to SelectFile. We can
talk about the next alternative, and that is a salary raise.
And that"s...l1 don"t want to take a lot of time this morning,
but I do want to take some time to talk to you about the
practical realities of putting both of these on, and how might
we consider best giving that message to the voters to make a
decision on what to pay senators. I appreciate the time,
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