TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

May 6, 1999 LR 4

that the second amendment doubles it. Well, that may not fly
the first time...

SENATOR CUDABACK: Time.

SENATOR CROSBY: _...171l warn you. Thank you.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Don Pederson.

SENATOR D. PEDERSON: President, members of the body, this is my
third year in the Legislature, and I have an observation. |1
don"t know of anybody that"s serving in this Legislature that

does it because of the money. So I think we need to eliminate
that as a consideration. That"s not the...that"s not really the

point. The point that is, that people are serving in this
Legislature because they have a duty, they feel like they would
like to try to do something for the benefit of the state. And

in mang cases, it has been detrimental to their personal lives,
it has been a real sacrifice, and | think we need to bear that
in mind. The economics of the thing for the last ten years is
that the price...cost of living and all of those various factors
have gone up, but the Legislature®s salary has not gone up. But
1 think that 1| could support either one of the proposals, but |1
prefer the one for the commission, because the commission then
takes it away from having to go back every few years and bring
it up to the public that the...that there needs to be an

adjustment in the salary. 1 think that we need to put it in a
field where there is an opportunity for this to be evaluated by
people who understand the services. And it"s always hard,

whether you®"re a lawyer, a doctor, or a legislator, to go talk
to somebody about what pay you ought to receive. And it"s just
an awkward thing to do, and nobody really likes to do it. But
when we serve as legislators, we serve as citizen legislators.
We did not intend for this to be a full-time job. But I think
that we do need to consider the fact that we have to strike a
balance between making it possible for people to serve and not
makin? it a career. I don"t think we want people in the
Legislature who are here because of the money they"re going to
receive. Senator Kristensen mentioned the article about the
Pennsylvania Legislature. And I don"t know enough about the
Pennsylvania Legislature to know whether it"s good or bad, but I
doubt that we want the kind of situation where people in there,
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