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currently. We have a citizen legislature, and we don"t want the
salary to be such that it means that people are just coming here
to do it for the salary. On the other hand, we need to be able
to have people, especially Kounger members who are in those
years of their lives when they need to be establishing
themselves, have the opportuni to serve and to continue to

have that...their 1iInput in the process. And just since I"ve
been in the Legislature, just in the four, little over four
years that I"ve been 1In the Legislature, 1 have seen some
members that 1 think are very fine members who had to make the
choice, and at least partly the choice was a_ Tinancial
consideration about whether they could maximize their earning
potential by doing something else and give this up. And so
we...l don"t want to see it get so hi?h that we"re not a_citizen
legislature, although 1 think we all have to recognize the

amount of time that we put into it. And for many of us, at the
level that we"re at right now, even though we do receive our
expenses, which we need to thank the people who fought for that
very hard, we still lose money. I man, we still._.it still
ends up being a proposition that we are not making a great deal
of money in this endeavor. And it"s not just for ourselves, but
it_is for the institution itself and having a_ diversity of
opinion and having people who may not be in the enviable
financial position that some people are that can elect to do
this and not have to worry about the consequences to their
family as a result of making that choice. And so 1 reall
believe that this is something that is a critical institutiona
issue, and we really must address iIt, and we must address it, |
believe, right now. 1 think either of the choices is a
possibility. |1 prefer the commission. I would also point out
the situation that we have with all elected officials in our
state. Our Governor is the lowest paid governor in the nation.
We  adopted legislation last year to address it. That
legislation was vetoed. So we have a situation where elected
officials in this state. ..

SENATOR CUDABACK: One minute.

SENATOR  BROWN: ...are some of the lowest paid_in the nation.
And it"s not just us; it is our other elected officials. And |
don"t...1 don"t believe that that serves the people well. When

the Governor of our state could be the head of the Wheat Board



