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changed, whether by initiative or by the Legislature, okay, so
this is not geared towards initiatives, this is everything, the
first election would be to approve the constitutional change but
it would require a second vote to ratify, so it°'s a two-step
process, two separate elections. Why is that important? Let"s
take the first one, is the Legislature puts on a constitutional
amendment in...towards the end of its session. Summertime
comes, that can be on the November election. Is there adequate
time for the public to examine and look at that? \Well,
generally there is, but what gets lost during that period of
time is you can have a highly political race for Governor, for
United States Senator, a wide variety of other races that it"s
going to blur and take away from the attention that"s given to
that. Let"s say you have an initiative that comes through.
Those initiatives always go down to the wire to get enough
signatures. That"s going to be, 1 believe, in July, the Tfirst
part of July. There is adequate history about the troubles with
verifications. If you"d talk to the county clerks and the
register...well, or the election commissioners In this state,
they absolutely drop everything they do to verify and they
cannot do_a decent job of verification. Sometimes they pick
every third page to look at. Sometimes they look down just to
see If the signatures aren"t all _the same. And even with those
cursory examinations, they still find some problems and some
fraud. So you spend that _time verifying those signatures and
you really don"t know if it"s on until that verification process
hits in the end of sumer, the first part of fall, and by that
time then the 30-second commercial war gears up, and it's only
until the next January, after all the disclosures are made, that
you Find out who was behind 1it, who contributed money, and
really what some of the motivations behind those things were.
That"s the reason for the second vote. They do not have to go
out and get their signatures again. It"s a similar notice for
the verification or for the ratification process, which is the
second step, which is publication In a statewide newspaper for
three times. That"s the increased cost, would be the cost of
the second publication. So there are a number of other states
out here who require more difficult ways to amend the
constitution. Some Legislatures require different votes in
different years. Some Legislatures have a time frame that they
have to wait. But for Nebraska, with our system the way that we
have, 1"ve come to the conclusion, 1 think a number of other



