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was there then. Believe me, | am not happy that...that I'm the
one standing up here talking about spending this kind of money
for this kind of a need, but this is reality. We have children
who are committing crimes that are more and more serious. They
are not appropriate to be at our current facilities that were
not designed Tfor those purposes. They need a greater level of
care. They need more time. We can"t put them in Tacilities
that are revolving doors. The other thing that"s happening, and
it's happening to counties, is that, out of frustration for the
system in that we don"t have this kind of facility, youth are
being placed outside the state in other facilities that are far
more expensive and that we can®"t monitor, that we really need to
bite the bullet and get down to the fact that this need is here
and it"s not going away. I wish it were. I1"ve had a
conversation off the mike saying wouldn®t it be nice iIf we could
put this into prevention and wouldn®"t that be important, and
certainly it is and I certainly will be one of the people who
will suPport those things in this body and 1 know the rest of
you will too. But we have youth that are inappropriately placed
and that need specialised services that hasn"t changed since
1993 and the Iawfyou passed that was very similar to what the
amendment is before you, and I would be happy to come back with
more specific language on Select File if you choose to advance
this. But these needs continue to exist. You want to know, |
have the classification documents and these are examples of
level Tive offenses that would qualify for placement iIn this
facility: arson, first degree; arson, Tirst degree attenpt;
arson, third degree, 1°Il1 go...there are like six or seven
arsons; assault on an officer; assault on a confined person with

a deadly weapon; probably seven or eight assault
classifications; carrying concealed weapons; child pornography;
cocaine, seven ounces or more deliver; cocaine deliver, 1 know

I'm not a lawyer or a law enforcement person so I'm kind of
murdering all of this I think; various offenses for...

SENATOR SCHIMEK: One minute.

SENATOR THOMPSON: ...crack cocaine; robbery; sexual assault;
theft. There are a variety of offenses that qualify in a
classification system for kids to need this t¥pe of a facility
and, unfortunately, we need this type of facility. That was
determined in 1993 by the Legislature, but, due to a Tfloor
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