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members of the body, what is being proposed here all sound...so
far this has been kind of quiet and seemingly innocuous, and 1
don"t think it"s that at all. We"re talking about spending a
significant amount of money and, in fact, | think it"s just a
little bit larger than what Senator Hilgert is indicating. And
if you look at your status sheet you will see that if we adopt
Senator Hilgert"s amendment that all of a sudden we will not be
in the black. We will be in the red. Now the implications of
that may not seem very great to you because we"ve submitted
budgets and we"ve submitted appropriations bills in combination
before to the Governor and they were in the red, but in that
instance the Governor always vetoes and...because they have to
and because the Legislature hasn"t been responsible in
restraining itself. I have been remarking to some of my
colleagues about what a good job 1 thought we were doing this
year by almost, almost presenting to the Governor a budget and a
set of A bills that were more than balanced, that we were going
to be able to show the citizenry of the state of Nebraska that
we could adopt fproposals that were within our limits, that we
had the internal fortitude and discipline to do that, but I™m
afraid that if we do what Senator Hilgert proposes we will not
be able to do that and that when the Governor vetoes proposals,
because he will have to veto proposals to balance the budget,

you may not like that result. I don"t know where those vetoes
are going to Tall, but they would have to fall somewhere and,
again, you might not like it. | also think that it would be a

very good goal for this body to set to present a balanced budget
and set of A bills to the Governor, which we could do at the
moment. Again, |1 believe that would send an appropriate message
to the people of the state of Nebraska that we can be
responsible and we can restrain ourselves and we can make our
proposed spending Fit within our means. Now that 1is net to
suggest to you that 1 think that we should have three-cent
increase in the cigarette tax if we just...if we defeat Senator
Hilgert™s amendment, because I'm not sure that | agree with that

proposal either. _ In fact, |1 have some concerns about what
Senator Thompson is proposing that we do. 1, as | said before
when we were debating an earlier bill, 1 understand that the

juvenile correction system is not what we would want it to be
and that it will undoubtedly take additional resources. But I
am unclear, quite frankly, why we would need to spend additional
money for another facility iIn Omaha when we built a very



