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Cash Fund. We have a fund and I am getting some information on 
that. A lot of that comes through the illegal drug tax that we 
enacted, the marijuana and legal (sic) drug tax. It consists of 
receipts collected through the state of Nebraska, marijuana and 
illegal drug tax program. But I've just been informed from the 
Fiscal Analysts, I'm going to get more information, there's also 
federal court transfers into this fund. I didn't write it down. 
It's 216 thou...oh, '94-95 was $215,000; '95-96, $117,000;
'96-97, $229,000. So I...I think this is a partial explanation 
of what we are doing here. This, again, is only the State 
Patrol. Whether that is all of the federal drug money that 
comes into the state goes to this fund, I'm not sure. I just 
wanted to say that there is something here, I can't give you the 
whole explanation, but this fund we do monitor. I remember 
specifically two or three years ago we did spend quite a bit of 
time, in particular, on this fund as to what their requests for 
spending that money for. I remember we did vests and so forth 
and so on over...I can't remember all those details, but there 
is a mechanism here that we do have for the State Patrol. Once
again, I do not know whether they run all of their federal drug
money through this, but at least there's been transfers in, in 
addition to the state tax that we have. So that's just kind of
an explanation of where we're at. I think there's more
information needs to be known. I originally punched my light 
because I wanted to ask, I don't know whether it's Senator 
Brashear, but Senator Chambers, if he would...maybe can answer a 
question.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Chambers.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: So I'm clear on the...
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Yes.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: ...mechanism of this. I'm always interested
in the mechanism. Is it your understanding or...that a typical 
drug case comes in, come in off the interstate at...I'm going to 
say city "XXX" in central Nebraska, those prosecutors can make 
that decision if they're going to charge state prosecution or 
use federal law for prosecution, and that essentially determines 
where that fine money will eventually go? Is that how the 
decision is initially made, would you say?


