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we're sending this message of glamour, of adulthood, of 
responsibility, of maturity, we're sending a message through the 
consumption of this drug, legal drug for many but illegal for 
some, sending that message that it's a good thing, it enhances 
much of your life and at the same time, we're saying, ah-ah-ah, 
but don't touch, don't consume, this is only for adults. And as 
soon as we send that message it just makes it all the more 
appealing. It means that it's then a part of that right of 
passage, an opportunity to do one of the things that adolescents 
are doing in growing up, and that's challenging and testing 
authority, testing their limits, seeing what they can do, what 
they can get away with. And so we create a situation, we 
adults, we the responsible ones, the mature ones who should be 
in charge and in control of these things, setting those limits, 
we are the ones that send the mixed messages. We are the ones 
that allow those mixed messages and I think it's the adults, 
those mature of us, who need to also set those limits. And it's 
also those of us, who are the adults, who should be the ones 
that have the more harsh consequences. Certainly I agree with 
Senator Cudaback when he says we need to hold the lawbreakers 
accountable no matter their age. I concur fully. However, the 
bulk, the majority of the responsibility has to be on the 
adults,...
SENATOR COORDSEN: One minute.
SENATOR PREISTER: ...who are the ones who set the limits, who
are the ones that create the laws, who are the ones that need to 
be in the positions of control and responsibility and limit 
setting. And if we aren't able to do that, how can we ever 
expect, with these mixed messages, with the glamourizing and 
glory that is portrayed by the consumption of alcohol to these 
young people, how are we ever going to expect them to deal with 
it when they are not fully mature, when they are still going 
through that adolescent testing of authority? We, the adults, 
we, the shopkeepers, we, the retailers, we are the ones that 
need to assume the bulk of the responsibility and I think that's 
what we're attempting to do in this legislation. I appreciate, 
Senator Landis, the great compromiser, coming through once more 
and bringing parties together...
SENATOR COORDSEN: Time.

5884


