
May 4, 1999 LB 267

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

it's a no-win situation, so we typically simply have to let them 
go. They run out the door, hop in a car, take off. We call the 
local law enforcement. It's ten minutes or whatever before they 
get anybody up there. We may have gotten a license number on 
them, but the kid's gone. So I, like Senator Cudaback,...
SENATOR COORDSEN: Time.
SENATOR BAKER: ...would like to be able to address the minor
issue. Thank you.
SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you. Senator Preister, please.
SENATOR PREISTER: Thank you, Honorable President. I was
listening to Senator Baker's comments and I wasn't real clear on 
one point. Senator Baker, you were talking about having Senator 
Hilgert fill out the book and in the time it took Senator 
Hilgert to fill out the book, the house could have been cleaned. 
Were you saying that Senator Hilgert is a little slow? I just 
wasn't real sure on that, but that wasn't the reason that I 
wanted to comment. Senator Cudaback had made a number of 
statements about young people and needing to be more stringent 
on young people, and I believe Senator Baker was beginning to 
echo some of those comments. It seems to me that we should not 
coddle young people but, at the same time, I think we need to 
appreciate the awkwardness of the position that we put a lot of 
young people into. When we get to that magic age, which at this 
time is 21, young people reach what we in our western society 
generally view as a right of passage, and that's based upon 
legal age and now you can drink. Alcohol is something you can 
legally consume and a lot of people wait to that age. They 
certainly did back in the old days when I was nearing that age 
and probably when some of my senior colleagues were nearing that 
age it was the case at that time. We have created something of 
a mystic around alcohol. We have glamourized and glorified the 
effects and what that consumption can do. If you look at, 
historically, the advertising that we have portrayed to society 
in general, but young people in particular, that they are more 
confident when they've had something to drink? that they are 
more whole and complete. They are certainly more appealing to 
the opposite sex when there's alcohol there. Everything goes 
better, not with Coke, but with alcohol. And so on one hand


