TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

May 4, 1999 LB 878

almost cynical, but it.. that s the way I Teel in this area.
(Laugh) You know, % ot to grlnnln% back here and'thlnkln%
just give themwhatever t ey want and they"ll be happy and we"11
be okay with it, until we get home and our constituents say,
where did you save, where did you cut. We didn"t cut. The word
that keeps coming up is safety on this particular facility that
they now have.It"s not a safe facility. I"m hearing it Did
it jJustbecome not safe overnight? They"re using ittoday and
they”re not going to have a new one done for at least two years.
Senator Jones already said that. This is a separate Tacility,
not part of theprison but proposed Wlththe_PrISOH budget and
put in the...and will be in the same area they put 1t in
Tecumseh, we will have to have all those people get on the
highway that need this training from_ our prison in Hastings,
from our prison in York, from our prisons in Lincoln and prisons
in Omaha to come down there and train, so mileage is a S|Ily
thing to be considering because mile.. .it’s a wash. You"re
going to have totravel wherever they putit, so why nottravel
to one we already have? Has there been any consideration about
using the_ Lincoln Police Department one? Has there been_any
consideration about using some of those that are already built?
This is another area that I1*m telling you it"s just the
beginning. We have it there, we"re going to have to hire more
staff to take care of it, we"re going to have to...this is how

the bureaucracies grow and all of us know about that. About
three years from now we"ll have a new prison on line, 960 beds
with 435 new employees, and 1°11 bet you we"ll have the same
amount of prisoners we have today without that, with very
little, because the crime rate is going down. The length of
time we keep 1is holding them In there. Safety, iIf we were

concerned about safety we wouldn®"t be taking more prisoners and
Jjamming their time instead of paroling them. We parole. We jam
more people than we parole in the state, far way more. And some
of that 1is because of law, but some of that is straightening
out. That law has been changed. And if we do fill it, 1 can
guarantee you it won"t be with new criminals. It will be with
old ones that we"ve done nothing with but warehoused once again.
And we"ll have at least 500 prisoners that we now have go to
single cells instead of double cells. Tell your constituents
that, that we"re going to give them back the private cells. You
really want to be tough on prisoners...



