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Senator Wehrbein or Senator Pedersen or anybody else around 
here, even Senator Schmitt, with his...with his knowledge of gun 
ranges, can actually tell you what the real costs should be. I 
guess the people who are in the process of trying to develop 
this are the ones that have the most expertise and I suspect it 
comes down to a situation where we say you don't need to make it 
that big or you don't need to do some of these things. There are 
probably some things they don't have any choice. In order to 
make it adequately safe and provide the kind of training that 
people are required to have in the field of law enforcement 
today, there are some things that just naturally have to be done 
in order to comply with not only federal statute and state 
statute but just good common sense to make sure that people are 
safe when they go on these ranges to practice and become experts 
in the field of weapons. And again, you know, I was in law 
enforcement many, many years ago and the way I got in law 
enforcement is somebody gave me a gun and a badge and I became 
an officer of the law. You don't do that anymore. I didn't 
have any training in guns, but, you know, I never used a gun, 
except to carry it around in my glove compartment. So things do 
change. As I said, things change in all fields of endeavor 
where...where we, first of all, want to make sure that safety is 
a prime...prime factor in this whole process. So I'm not going 
to support the amendment to take the money out and I would hope 
that once we do, in fact, allow them to build a range that's 
adequate for the people who are going to use it that good enough 
judgment will be used to build the kind of facility need at the 
smallest amount of cost that they can incur and we can move 
ahead. So with that, I'll relinquish the rest of my time back 
to the Chair, and thank you.
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Bruning.
SENATOR BRUNING: Mr. Speaker, members of the Legislature, I
rise in support of the Dwite Pedersen amendment, despite the 
drubbing I took several minutes ago (laugh) from my friends and 
colleagues here. And I tell you, as you listen to the debate 
today, really, when we're talking about Corrections and shooting 
ranges and State Patrol, we've only got one person, wherever 
Schmitty's at, Senator Schmitt, who's actually trained on a 
shooting range as a member of the State Patrol; we've got one 
person, Senator Pedersen, who's actually worked in Corrections.
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