TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

May 4, 1999 LB 880

Corrections saying, because this is supposed to be community
corrections, programs will be contrived or fabricated at the top
and imposed on various communities, it was decided that since
""community" is the watch word you will start with the community,
and those communities having a problem which they felt could be
solved with some assistance would be allowed to formulate a
program whose intent was to keep people from being locked up.
And that®"s what the program is working toward. A turf battle
should not be allowed to unravel that. But if the unraveling
starts with this progran, then it ought to carry all the way
through. Do you know we used to have guys who"d come into the
barbershop who were losing their hair and they had one hair and
they let it grow so long that they wound it around their head
and it looked_like they had hair on their head and when you ?ot
ready to comb it, he said, don"t comb it. And you say, well,
why? He said, _if you did that, you"d understand. You"d get
ready to...start with the clippers, he"s say, don"t cut It
Why? Because if you cut it in the wrong place the whole thing
is gone. This legislative process is like that one hair. When
you cut it then other things may wind up being cut also. | was
explaining to my seatmate or asserting that the area of
Corrections 1is_ the most politicized portion of this budget and
Corrections, crime, punishment, prosecution, all this kind of
thing, will always be fragmented, always, because it has never
been left in the hands of the professionals, but it is the
preserve of politicians because they can generate. ..

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: One minute.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: ...high profile.... Did you say time?
SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: No, Senator, one minute, 1°m sorry.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Oh, thank you. They can generate, high

profile issues, terrify the public, then say, 1 want some money
to solve this problem that does not exist but which I made you
think existed. So 1 think the opportunity here is to do what
needs to be done. And 1"'m going to do likemy colleagues now.
Whatever time I have left, 1 yieldback to theChair.

SPEAKER KRISTENSEN: Senator Dwite Pedersen.
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