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with.. .with the whole area of Community Justice and why that was 
a part of what was done in terms of the development of the new 
prison, and I think it's particular appropriate for us to focus 
on it, at least for those of us who are from Douglas County, to 
focus on it today because Douglas County Board spent a great 
deal time talking about the construction of the new correctional 
facility in Douglas County today. It is going to be a 
substantial expenditure of money, just as our construction of 
our new prison is a substantial expenditure of money. The other 
day when I had the amendment about the McCook Work Camp, there 
was a lot of talk about going back on what we had committed to. 
I think that this is just as much of a commitment. We have 
committed to the counties who have gone about in good faith 
developing very comprehensive plans for what they're going to do 
in the area of Community Justice, which is going to keep people 
out of... keep the most appropriate people out of our 
correctional facility, both the state facility and the county 
facility. When we are talking about the most appropriate level 
of services, this is a level of services that we absolutely have 
to have in place. It is something we've committed to. We have 
a number of counties that have developed these comprehensive 
plans. Ii: Douglas County, they have traditional options
including day reporting, alternative...alternative sentencing 
and drug courts, and a driving during suspension diversion 
program. These are the kinds of things that we can do that will 
keep individuals within their own communities, keep individuals 
out of incarceration and that's another thing that I guess I 
would say that...that Senator Pedersen talks about it only being 
available after incarceration. There are a lot of pieces of 
Community Justice that have to do with.. .with finding those 
individuals that are most appropriately dealt with in other 
kinds of services and other kinds of justice programs and much 
less expensive programs, and that's the other piece that we have 
to talk about. And so I strongly believe that we have to go 
forward with the money that was clearly appropriated and a 
number of us that were a part of the very difficult decision 
about spending the kinds of dollars that we spend on the new 
prison, really, part of it for us was knowing that the other 
side of it is that we were going forward with some other 
alternatives that were going to be less expensive and one of my 
concerns, as I expressed the other day, in terms of the work 
camp is that it turned out not to be as cost effective as we had


