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faith, by raising the issue of wetlands and water on the site,
then 1 guess | don®t understand what bad faith is. Thank you.

PRESLPENT MAURSTAD: Thank you. Senator Preister. Senator
Dierks.

SENATOR DIERKS: Thank you, Mr. President, members of the
Legislature. I have to make a couple more comments about
especially some of the things that Senator Brashear said. He
mentioned at some point during his rhetoric that heads should
roll. 1 happened to make that same statement on this floor at
the time that Ray Peery was arrested for taking $800,000 worth
of the compact money and buying Ffine things for himself and
friends. And my remark was directed at the...at the management
of NPPD and OPPD, because this man had not allowed an audit on
his books for three years, and yet these power companies were
spending millions of dollars, at that time had spent millions of
dollars to provide for this particular facility, and they
weren"t even businessmen enough to see that their money was
being audited. Three years without an audit. Is that
responsible, Senator Brashear? 1 wonder where responsibility
really comes from or where it goes to? The study by the Ilaw
firm that Senator Brashear and Senator Beutler asked for came
back with the decision that 1 liked, and |1 thought most
everybody else liked, but evidently that isn"t the opinion that
Senator Brashear liked, because he still seems to think that we
have liability that law firm didn"t think we had. 1*m not sure
what the purpose of the study was then, Senator Brashear? We
spent $60,000 for that, assuming we were going to get something
we could trust. I think we did. The site simply 1is not
licensable, it"s just that simple. You can go through all the
rhetoric you want to about the inconsistencies of the licensing
and all that stuff, and who said what to whom, but the basic
fact is the site is not licensable. It"s a wetlands that became
available because it was for sale, and US Ecology gave $1,000 an
acre for this piece of land, and they"ve never sold a piece of
land in Boyd County for $1,000 an acre. | don"t think they"ve
sold any for $500 an acre. So who"s kidding who here? This
site is just simply not licensable, that"s the fact. Senator
Hilgert says that the board of directors for OPPD had a
fiduciary responsibility to their voters. And 1 don"t disagree
with that. But what 1 might disagree with is what was their



