TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

April 28, 1999 LB 882

Committee, where the first request that comes to you, you say,
you know, that makes some sense, | think that"s a good thing to
fund. But the process works and you review it again and
you...you begin to sleep on it, if you will, or take a chance
and decide, did...did we do the right thing or not. This claim
that you"re asking to be reconsidered, if 1 was Solomon and if 1
had the money and somebody came up to me with a good situation
and a good story that 1 felt sorry for. 1°d give them the money.
That"s not the case. You"re asked today to be a judge. You“re
asking here, here"s the rule of law, the rule of law is real
clear, here"s the statute of limitations. You don"t want judges
redoing the law andmaking the law different to fit the
individual cases, because you passed the law for a reason,
because it applies to everybody the same. And if you want each
of our {udges in each of the districts to decide cases
differently because they feel sorry for someone or they think
this case 1is a little different and to ignore what the law is,
you wouldn®"t stand still for that. You"d be in here complaining
about judges not following the law. You“re asked to be a judge
today - Therule of law is very clear. The statute of
limitations is not ambiguous. But what we"re about to do is to
try to go back and say, well, 1 know what the rule is, 1 know
what the law is, but,gee, this 1is the right thing to do.
We...we Teel sorry for these people and, because we think they
ought to get themoney, we"re going to give them the money. |
don*t know how manyof you remember Gus Pick. Gus Pick"s been
in herefor the last eight years on a claim. GusPick has just
as bad, if not a worse, story and we"ve denied his claim, and
for good reason. If you don"t reconsider this, 1 don"t know how
you tell the "Cus Picks™ of the world 'no". There"s a wide
variety of these other cases that are going to come down and the
reason you have a statute of limitations is at some point in
time you™ve got to call it quits. You"ve got to say. I™m sorry,
you can only go back so far. What about all the income tax
cases that are out there? I don"t know how many there are.
There"s hundreds of those, if not thousands of those, people who
came in and come to their accountant and to their lawyer every
gear and say, you know, if 1°d known that, 1°d get some money
ack. And their accountant or their lawyer says, ou"re right
but the statute of limitations is passed. IT you...if you
ignore a statute of limitations here, how do you in good Tfaith
turn down everybody else that will come to you? Does that mean



