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Chambers' ancestors. And you can see him standing in the back 
row with a medal on his chest. That man is Sergeant Shaw. He 
had been a slave, but he had also won the Medal of Honor. So I 
hope that you feel it is appropriate to reconstruct the...one of 
the barracks where they lived while they were at Fort Robinson. 
And you see a diagram that shows how the building would be used. 
Part of it would be a small conference center, part of it is a 
display area that would be dedicated to items memorializing or 
explaining the significance of the Buffalo Soldiers' 
contributions, and then one portion of the building, and this is 
a little bit of a program change from the way it was submitted 
to the Appropriations Committee, would actually be a barracks 
room. So if you stayed there, you could live or stay in the 
same environment that the Buffalo Soldiers experienced while 
they were at Fort Robinson. Now, the major change that I might 
note with regard to the environment that they were living in, is 
you see that there are modern rest rooms at the end with showers 
and other facilities. I don't think those would have been 
there...unless it was a leaky roof, of course. The building 
would be reconstructed, I think, at the location of building 
number 52 or 53 that you see on the map that's attached. There 
were ultimately eight of those buildings that marched across the 
western part of the fort, each of them about 7,200 square feet. 
So these were rather large buildings, but on a single floor. 
And they will be entirely appropriate for use at the fort. In 
addition to providing an area to provide information about the 
Buffalo Soldiers and their contribution, of course, the meeting 
room area that is in one wing of the building would solve a
critical need at the fort for a handicapped accessible meeting
room. The only really available meeting room at the fort now is 
in an upper story of a building, and it's not, ŝ I indicated, 
handicapped accessible, or really appropriate for meetings. So 
again, I would hope that you would, again, support another 
addition to Fort Robinson to allow us to show or explain to 
people a little bit more about the history of the place and the
history of the people who worked there and contributed to our
future. There is a committee amendment, I think.
SENATOR CUDABACK: Thank you, Senator Wickersham. Senator
Wehrbein, you're recognized to open on the committee amendments 
to LB 664.


