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can treat the young people of this state before they get to that 
criminal state. And so I think that we can actually save 
dollars by doing this. I do support the Brown amendment. I 
hope that we can take this on a vote, up or down. Decide in 
your best interest where you think...or decide in your own mind 
where you think the best interests of the state of Nebraska 
lies. For me I think that is with the YRTCs, improving those so 
that we can improve and have a better outcome on our young 
people. Thank you, Mr. President.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you, Senator Jensen. Senator
Thompson, on the motion to bracket LB 880. Senator Thompson.
SENATOR THOMPSON: I'll waive.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Wickersham, on the motion to
bracket.
SENATOR WICKERSHAM: Mr. President, what I hear people talking
about is what they view as essentially two mistakes that were 
made and trying to find a way to correct either one or both of 
those mistakes. One mistake that I hear some people saying that 
we made was passing Senator Engel's bill to create the work
camps in the first place. I'll confess, as I think Senator 
Chambers did, that I had grave reservations about that kind of 
legislation and never supported it before last year, in fact I'd 
always voted against it. But for a variety of reasons, last 
year, I voted for it. And it's in...and a bunch of you did, 
too, and it's now in the statutes. If that was a mistake, we're 
not going to be able to correct that with this bill, because you 
actually have to go out and change other substantive provisions 
in Nebraska law. If the other mistake that we're trying to
correct was siting a facility at McCook, then I'm not sure that 
this is the way to do that either. And it is that attempt to
.find a way to resolve what some people believe were essentially
two different mistakes that I think we're engaged in. And, as 
I've indicated before, we can have these discussions on the 
floor, and we can make up our minds to change things, but I 
think it is also incumbent when we make those decisions that we 
understand what we're doing, what the ramifications of them are, 
and decide rather carefully if, indeed, that is what we want to 
do. Now, if as a part of the process of trying to decide or


