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redundant here, but it's the taxpayers' money. And commitment 
doesn't mean a thing to me of where we said we were going to 
commit to spend our money, when I need to look at where I 
committed to serve my constituency. The process, Senator 
Wickersham said, Senator Chambers said, we can change that 
process any time, I think Senator Wickersham on a dime we can 
turn because of the type of legislation we have in this state 
with the Unicameral. But what I'm getting to is if we know that 
we're throwing bad money...I mean good money after bad, and you 
feel that's something, then the commitment, as much as it may 
be, has to take a backseat. If there was a cave-in on the 
interstate, out here, and took out two miles, let's say an 
earthquake took out two miles of the interstate and the road 
that we had to use to get through on, we would have to move 
things around to get the money to fix that right away. If a 
school went down, one of our major prisons that we now have, 
OCC, NSP, LCC, one of them facilities went down, we would have 
to get together, special session if we weren't in session, and 
appropriate the money. And, if we don't have the money, we'd 
have to take it from somewhere else. That's what this is doing. 
And it's not a new issue. In the seven years that I've been in 
the Legislature, I have talked about facilities and how we spend 
money in Corrections and the places that need to be fixed up. 
Senator Thompson's committee has come up with this plan, and it 
is... something we need to do, is take care of our juveniles. If 
we take care of the juveniles, we'll be doing the same thing 
that this so-called work camp was going to do anyway. We would 
be preventing some of those from going into the adult system by 
putting them in a prciram where they can st&y for awhile and 
learn something instead of having the revolving door that we now 
have. It will do the same thing. We need to spend some money 
on these young people in the programs that we have set forward 
before us. And this will also cut down on admissions to prison. 
If our prisons are overflowing,...
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.
SENATOR Dw. PEDERSEN: ...then we need to take a look at why is
that happening. Maybe we need to back off from some other 
things. I will tell you this, we have more people in our prison 
system in the state of Nebraska who jam their time than we do 
that are paroled. That's not public safety, people, that's


