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PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Time.
SENATOR VRTISKA: ...of you are thinking, we ought to maybe
think about living up to a commitment. Thank you.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Chambers.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature,
I'm getting fed up again. The budget is going to be my target.
See, you all sit on this floor and you play with the lives of
people who've gotten er.meshed in an unfair criminal justice 
system in the first place. You re sitting around here, talking 
about we're going to place this camp to satisfy some people out 
in McCook. The reason you do these things is because you're 
dealing with people who are being punished or to be 
rehabilitated. Not any of you are standing on this floor saying 
the placement in McCook is going to help the people who are 
being put in that facility, but you're saying the people in
McCook want it. Nelson took it out there and said, this is
where we're going to put it, so that's where it goes. Well, 
y'all can get off the boat on Senator Brown's amendment, and I 
get off the boat on the budget. I'm sick of it! I'm fed up 
with it! And I've tried to go along this session and help you
all on some of the things you do. But, once again, the people
who are victimized already by a racist system are going to be 
victimized more, and I'm supposed to sit here and listen to a 
bunch of white people saying, put this facility out there, 
because some white people out in McCook said it was promised to 
us and we want it. When this whole thing about that prison,
which should not have been built, was being discussed and this 
camp, they were to be together so that one could get the benefit
of the other. When the prison was moved to Tecumseh, nobody
talked about putting this camp out in McCook. It was never in 
the plan, never. And the Legislature didn't decide that. The 
Department of Corrections didn't say, it's a good placement. 
You know who made the decision? A venal, self-serving
politician. But because it benefits white people in one part of 
the state, all of a sudden this politician, making a blatantly 
political decision, binds the Legislature forever. It doesn't 
bind me. And I'll tell you all this, in case you got some 
thoughts in your head, there's nothing I have pending before
this Legislature that means so much to me that I'm going to turn


