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the Legislature, I'm not sure where to start here but, 
representing McCook, I've been trying to follow along the 
history of this. I realize that people are telling me this 
delays the completion...or does not delay the completion dates 
in statute, 2005. It postpones construction. I don't know what 
our credibility is going to be. You're all aware of the 
controversy surrounding a site selection. I may be representing 
a different state in another year. I don't know if we secede 
from the state of Nebraska, we might go to Kansas or Colorado. 
That might change the Kansas-Nebraska lawsuit too, who knows. 
But our credibility, I can imagine the turmoil that's going on 
out there right now as we discuss this, and I don't know where 
it's going to head. But I firmly believe that the needs of both 
projects should stand on their own. Senator Wehrbein made an 
excellent point. We're cooking numbers and changing things 
around here on the floor after the appropriations process has 
gone through. I don't deny that Kearney and Geneva need help. 
I sit on the Judiciary Committee. I've saw those pictures and 
listened to that testimony. But we determined prior years that 
we were going to go ahead with a boot camp. The money was 
appropriated to buy the land. It's been purchased. I don't 
know the status of the utilities out there right now, but I know 
that the land has been purchased and an awfully lot of the 
planning and so on. The contracts are going to be let here in 
another three weeks, I believe, for the actual construction. 
But I think they should stand on...both stand on their own 
needs, and the work camp is unique to the state of Nebraska. We 
don't have one...anything like that. I think we need to get one 
going. It was in the budget, obviously. We need to go ahead 
and maintain our credibility here as best we can and get the 
thing built, and then if we want to address Kearney and Geneva 
yet this budget process, fine. We can work with the 
Appropriations Committee and possibly do some other things 
there, but the whole argument is we need to maintain the course, 
I guess, on this. We are obligated to build the thing, have it 
completed by 2005. The process has started. Let's go ahead and 
do it and then...and look at the Kearney and Geneva situations 
separately and work with Appropriations Committee. Senator 
Wehrbein said he can do this, Senator Engel, likewise, echoes 
that, that we can work this thing out and we need to get it 
going, and from there see that we can find the money. We can 
possibly change some priorities on something else but this thing
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