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heart as time goes by. However, | want to remind you that this
was enacted into law and 1°d like to read this part of the law
to you: The Department of Correctional Services shall develop
and implement an incarceration work camp to be completed no
later than January 1, 2005, for adult criminal offenders to be
placed in as a condition of a sentence of probation. So, in
other words, if we divert these funds at this point in time,
and...in the out years between now and 2005 we"re going to have
to come up with these funds, because it is law unless you change
the law. And, again, we talk about crime going dom. Well, in
talking to the Corrections people out here, and I am not a
corrections person, 1 know Dwite is very involved in that but
I"'m not, they say that we passed a law here about three or four
years ago increasing the sentencing time and, as a result, for
different offenses, as a result it did create an additional
overcrowding in our penal institutions. But then 1 think it was

last year, that was changed again. So we"ve changed the law
back and forth and that did ease the overcrowding but we are
still overcrowded. And, again, talking to the Correction

people, that if we do not start this work camp and get it in
Oﬁeration, you"re going to see that severe overcrowding again in
the very near future, because this is a form of probation for
those of you who can remember what we discussed two years ago.
It"s for these first-time offenders that would be going to
prison if this facility is not available. And the main purpose
of this, what sold me on it to start with, was it is a form of
probation. It gets these people in...into this facility and
it"’s rehabilitation. It"s they spend six months there, and when
they get out, they are still under probation and under...and
under supervision for uE to six months to a year. They have to
take drug counseling. They have to work towards a GED, and work
counseling, et cetera. So the main purpose of it is to keep
those people from returning to prison because the recidivism
rate hasn"t been good at Kearney and these other facilities, and
even in our prison system. So this is to rehabilitate people to
keep them out of prison and to make them members of society who
are good members of society, who will be paying taxes,
supporting families, et cetera. They won"t be on the dole. So
there®s another reason, and 1 agree with Senator Wehrbein. If
we"re going to do this, if we"re going to do this, Ilet"s
appropriate the money and do it because | do believe that
Kearney and Geneva are in bad shape. We toured them here |
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