TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

April 27, 1999 LB 880

not take it away from something that we"ve made a commitment to.
The money that we"re putting in there that is taken away is
operating as offices, staffing for this thing at McCook. We"ve
made a commitment to do that whether you agree or whether you
don"t. But there was no bill in, think about it, there"s been
no bill in. There®s been no hearing on this issue. There was
no bill introduced in January to take it away or to stop It
There®s not been a hearing on that. | think it"s atrocious the
way we"re dealing with acommunity regardless of where the
community is. So if you really feel we ought to do it, let"s be
heads up about it, let"s be forward about it. Let"s put the
money in, the necessary money to move forward and solve the
dilemma at Geneva. I°m not...1"m not satisfied that Kearney is
in that terrible shape at this point, 1 don"t think. We toured
that a year 0, and 1 think that there probably needs to be
some long-term planning, there needs to be a feeling of how that
fits In, or a sense ofhow that Tfits in with the total
correctional system, 1 acknowledge that. And I acknowledge that
there is a problem atGeneva, and I'm surprised that there
hasn"t been something been put forward sooner than this, then
here it show up, 1 adnit maybe not today because Senator
Thompson has talked about it previously. But if we"re going to,
let"s swallow hard and do the money and do what"s right for both
communities if that"s what it takes.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you. Senator Wehrbein. Senator
Hilgert, on the Brown amendment to LB 880.

SENATOR  HILGERT: Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you. Thank
you, Mr. President, and members. 1 want to make sure I have the
numbers straight here. 1 got a handout from Senator Thompson
that says the Geneva facility needs totals of $4.2 million which
includes the 25-bed housing unit to replace Dunbar as well as a
multipurpose 16-bed intake Tacility. The Kearney project would
be $ million to renovate the housing units, the 75 beds, and
then a multipurpose program and training facility of $1 million,
which is $7 million. You add both the Geneva and the Kearney
together and we get $11.2 million. Now what exactly is this
amendment, what"s the amount of the amendment that we"re
striking? I assume...l heard...l heard Senator Brown say
3.858,752. Now can you explain, Senator Thompson, can KOU talk
about this because 1 don"t see Senator Brown.. oh, here’s



