
April 27, 1999 LB 880

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

and we're still good friends, Senator Baker. I understand your 
position. That's no problem. By the way, I will come out and 
visit you some time and I hope you don't poison the food to get 
even with me. But the issue I really wanted to talk about, I
want to ask Senator... Senator Wehrbein a question, if I could.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Wehrbein, could you yield?
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Yes.
SENATOR VRTISKA: Senator Wehrbein, do you have the numbers, and
I suspect other members of the Appropriations Committee do, how 
much money have we actually put in the appropriation bill to do
work out at the Kearney and York facility?
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Kearney and York?
SENATOR VRTISKA: Yes.
SENATOR WEHRBEIN: I cannot give you that number off the top of
my head. We do ordinary repair and maintenance. I don't think 
there's any new money in either...either one, Senator Vrtiska.
SENATOR VRTISKA: Okay, that's... that's what I thought, and
that's what really bothers me because I've heard so many stories 
about the situation out there. And Senator Chambers brought up 
the issue about the...about the Fire Marshal and not apparently 
doing what he considered his job out there. I think it's kind 
of interesting that the Fire Marshal spends a lot of time in 
various buildings that aren't nearly as...don't nearly have the 
problems that they do out there and yet apparently not a whole 
lot is being done out there. You know, I just had word from 
Richardson County that they're down there trying to get them to 
put sprinklers in the courthouse down there and I suspect 
probably it's as fireproof as this building is and we don't have 
very many sprinklers in this particular facility, but that's 
another issue, but it does really bother me, as Senator Chambers 
brought it up, that the Fire Marshal has a facility out there 
that appears is not very safe and, yet, we are incarcerating 
people out there and nobody seemed to be doing a whole lot of 
it, and I just wonder where...where our priorities really are 
at. I guess I...I have to tell you that I do support Senator


