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Kearney $7 million, and then a new secure facility which we're 
also discussing as part of that bill is another $8 million, or a 
total of $19.2 million.
SENATOR CHAMBERS: I realize my time is up. Thank you,
Mr. President.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Chambers. Senator Thompson, you
may continue.
SENATOR THOMPSON: Thank you. I just would like to use my time
to, again, emphasize some of the issues surrounding our juvenile 
justice system needs and to add that to the discussion. As you 
know, in our discussion of the juvenile justice system problems, 
we have pointed out that we've made a considerable commitment to 
the adult corrections system. At the same time, in our state 
we're seeing rising juvenile crime. We had a little dip last 
year, but the numbers that are coming into our facilities are 
still high and I just want to repeat those, since this is 
another opportunity to bring the point home. In 1994, in 
December, the Office of Juvenile Services had a total caseload 
of 624 cases. Two hundred and thirty-two of those were at our 
institutions at Kearney and Geneva. And April 13th of this 
year, there were a total of 975 cases. Three hundred and 
twenty-three of those are at Kearney and Geneva, and the others 
are in community placements, find that compares to last year, 
830. Our numbers continue to rise. Our facilities are beyond 
capacity significantly. In fact, I will give you that capacity. 
The capacity at Kearney is supposed to be...the design capacity 
is 147 youth. We're averaging in a year, last year, 230 youth 
there--tremendous overcrowding. And you may remember seeing the 
pictures that I circulated of the housing units and how crowded 
those facilities are. Geneva has a design capacity, that's the 
girls facility, of 83 and an average population of 102 in the 
last year. So I bring these to the attention of the body 
because there is significant need to look at the overcrowding of 
those facilities, to use them more appropriately so they aren't 
a revolving door, to improve the programming and the staffing. 
But since we're talking mainly about facilities here, I will try 
to finish answering Senator Chambers' question. At Geneva, as 
you know, there is a facility, a 1926 building, a wooden 
structure, three stories, individual rooms that are bolt locked.
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