TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

April 27, 1999 LB 144

. Actually, as a school board member, 1 did see copies of
the NAEP test, | saw them two years ago, and | do not share some
of the fears which some of the public have had. 1 know that

some of the questions that are on there look invasive, but
they"re trying to build up demographic information so that they
can compare and look at whether students in different groups are
actually Performing at different levels. So the intent 1is not
diabolical. Senator Jones, at all. However, the concern that I
did have as | was looking at these secure tests, number one, is
the fact that there has been so much secrecy surrounding it. |1
think that when you have a good product you don"t really have to
be so worried. And when a test is over and people are not going
to take that test, there®s certainly no concern about letting
them 1look at the document. But the one thing that did concern
me, as | looked at the material, is the fact that math certainly
was innocuous, the science questions were fine, but the
literature that they chose sometimes can teach values. Any good
teacher can tell you that if they want to teach values they"ll
use literature. People have done it for hundreds of years.
They know that by showing you ahero who lives out all of the
good values that you are instilling those values in the children
that read the stories. And so one of the concerns 1 had was
some of the documents in looking at a stoqy, and I™m just going
to tell you the story and let you judge Tor yourself whether
they were teaching something inthe test or whether they were
just merely testing. In the story there was a gentleman. He
was very poor. He worked in the féctorﬁ. But when he came home
at night he was very tired after working strenuously all day.
He sat down and he ate his dinner with his wife and enjoyed it
very much because he was hungry. Then he would pick up his
fiddle, he would play and entertain himself and his wife with
his music during the evenin? and, of course, he would be very
tired and so he would sleep well at night. The gentleman who
lived next door was the factory owner and he used to listen to
the music of the gentleman next door and enjoy it and wonder why
he was not happy as his neighbor was and why he had trouble
sleeping at night when his neighbor seemed to enjoy good rest at
night. And so the factory worker (sic) decided he was going to
reward the worker who lived next door and he decided to give him
enough money to buy a business of his om. And when he told the
factory worker, the factory worker got very excited. He came
home and he told his wife that, as she laid out dinner before
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