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and you will...they will be able to look at how their schools 
are doing compared to other schools along the lines of that 
information. The other piece then was, how should we assess the 
success that we hope, by implementing standards, is there for 
schools? The Commissioner of Education has spent a great deal 
of time explaining to the Education Committee the idea that we 
now have standardized tests in most...in all school districts. 
In looking at that, they generally measure about 48 percent of 
the standards. So there is a certain percentage of the 
standards we are not measuring. The commissioner has put forth 
a plan that would say each school district may develop their own 
tests to measure the rest of the standards. And so, instead of 
one test, you would have the tests they are now doing, the 
standardized tests, and then each school district may develop 
their own test to measure the rest of the standards. That's 
currently that part of the bill. As the committee discussed the 
plan and then looked at the idea that we're going to have a 
report card, it was brought forward to the committee that for 
the first time in recent years, last year, the public schools of 
Nebraska did not participate in NAEP, which is a national 
assessment; a majority of all states do. Schools have never 
been enamored with doing this test, because it does not give the 
schools any individual information. What it does is tell 
Nebraska how we're doing as a state, compared to other states. 
We usually claim that Nebraska ranks right at the top. The NAEP 
assessment is one way of determining if that is true. Now, 
there are some people, as I know you're gotten communications, 
being opposed to saying that the schools have to provide the 
NAEP assessment, even though through the Appropriations 
Committee the funding for the substitutes is there. Do all
schools have to take NAEP? No, it's a random sampling. And of
the random sampling, about one in ten students would be the 
actual ratio that we're looking at. NAEP just does certain 
grades, the fourth and eighth grade levels, and they do certain 
subject areas when they do the test, nationwide. Next up for
Nebraska... and I haven't had a chance here...I believe is math
and science. Last year, private schools in Nebraska took the 
NAEP assessment test. I think they usually find it as a tool to 
compare to how they're doing with other states. Year ago, so 
far back when I serving on the school board in Hastings, there 
were some questions that got on the NAEP test that got everyone 
very critical of were they going to social issues. Since that
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