TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

April 26, 1999 LB 630

barbershop. 1 think about 50 years ago when the average farm
was probably 80 to 160 acres and, Senator Chambers, in my small
town that I grew up iIn there were 4 barbershops in that town and
the population of that town was around 900 people. Now, today,
there 1is one barbershop. The town is still the same size. The
only thing is the farms probably average 800 to 1,000 acres so
there are less..._less rural Eopulation out there to come in to
tho8e...to those towns to do their trading. Not only were there
four barbershops. There were five grocery stores; today there"s
one. Still 900 people. There were two produce stations where
you brought your gSs, cream, and chickens. There were two
department stores; there are none. There are no produce
stations anymore because nobody raises chickens or milks cows
and separates the cream. Those were the two products they
handle. There were two blacksmith shops; today there is none.
There were two drug stores; today there is one. So, ou See,
not only has agricultural...agriculture need something like
this. Young farmers need the help. 1I™m not too surethat
old geezer that"s selling that land or getting out needs the
help. Now, let me tell you, 1 think there"s enough breaks out

there. Or an old geezer like me, if I want to sell myagrocery
store. 1%ve been in business long enough I should be le to
weather that storm when I sell out. But it"s the poor young

person, it"s the young merchant, the young farmer are the ones
that we should be worried about, we should be giving the breaks
to. That"s the way 1 feel. If we don"t have the young
merchants to replace old people likeme, or the young Tfarmers to
replace people like Senator Dierks, what"s going to happen?
You®re going to see the corporate farms. And I guess that if
that"s the way we want to go maybe it should be. Or I*Il close
my grocery store because no young kid will be able to get enough
money together to make a down payment on the darn thing. So
maybe there will be no grocery stores in my towmn. Could happen.
Maybe all we"ll have is convenience stores like Senator Baker"s.
I hope not, but I want you to realize that it"s not only.._.it"s
not only rural Nebraska in the agricultural..._the farmmers. It"s
also the merchants in small town Nebraska. And 1 think it
should be for that young Eerson, the breaks should come to him,
not the old geezers. Thank you.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Janssen. Senator Chambers.
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