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the arguments that have been presented and would just like to
comment that 1 do support Senator Wehrbein®s amendment. And one
point that I would like to bring out, particularly in our area
which is a very rural area that we"ve been talking about
beginning farmers and availability of capital, but the most
difficult thing is just availability of land or of livestock
operations. It is very, very difficult in our area to be able
to even rent a piece of Iland. IT this could...if this
proposition could somehow assist that person who might be
considering selling his land, that he would make a commitment
with a young farmer to give him the opportunity, and we"ve been
talkin? about opportunity, if this would 8ive him an opportunity
to at least have some land that he could begin his operation, 1
think that that"s really is what we"re looking at and would be a
reward. What happens often in my area, and 1"m sure it does in
other parts of the state, is that that land will be sold. That
beginnin? farmer _cannot afford most generally to buy that land.
What will happen is a larger farmer will be the one that buys
additional land and, therefore, that"s why we are seeing less
farmers out in the area, we"re seeing the age increasing of
those involved in agriculture. So 1 think that, all in all,
we"re looking for opportunities and I think if we could work out
some of these provisions in the share rent or cash rent, but
usually we do look at share renting because it does help when
we"re looking at those expenses. I"Il turn my time over to, any
time remaining, to Senator Wehrbein. Thank you.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Senator Wehrbein, two and a half minutes.

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Thank you, Senator Stuhr. One,
Mr. President, members, one of the...in answer to Senator
Beutler™s questions, some of it, some of these are unique to
agriculture. Some 1 understand any small business could
certainly use some help. One of the things we do have quite a
bit of enterprise, partnerships, microenterprise start-ups.
There are grants and so forth available, and to my knowledge,
there 1is no direct grants available anywhere in agriculture.
Now the federal program does have some that were not intended as
grants to start with. I*Il admit some of them did. But, by and
large, my sense of difference is that you can start a small
business, in many case, with a computer or whatever. You don"t
have to go out and find a land base, and a land base



