TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber®s Office

April 22, 1999 LB 822

none of it in our water. 1 use that just as an illustration.
But now are the things that are listed here, is that what they
are going to test for, or do you anticipate that they will.._._it
also says: but not [limited to, you know, so you could...they
could be testing for other things too. Do you foresee that they
could start testing for other things they don"t need to be
testing for, or is there a safeguard there that we don"t spend a
lot of money on testing things we don®"t need to?

SENATOR BEUTLER: Yeah, 1 think that"s a valid question because
in the drinking water, the Federal Drinking Water Act, they went
way overboard, at least in my opinion. But the money that they
have available for lab tests may not even go far enough to test
these particular items that we"ve identified here, which 1 think
everybody would agree on are our problem elements. And so
unless the money came from someplace else, they wouldn®t be able
to test it. But their general authority that"s already in law,
Senator, is that they can test for more things if they wanted
to. What I was trying to do, because there was certain things
that were very important that they have not tested for a number
of years now simply because they didn"t have the money and the
Tederal money left, and so there was no testing for the nitrate,
different kinds of nitrate compounds and phosphorous. 1 just
wanted to name those items so that those things were covered and
that there was money, hopefully, to cover those things. But
there is no money to cover anything else, but even...even if
there...l mean so the only thing they could do would be to shift
money from someplace else, but they could do that now, if they
wanted to, in other words.

SENATOR ~ JANSSEN: Well, 1I...thank you very much, Senator
Beutler. I just...l hope that we"re not opening the door. 1
plan on supporting this, Senator Beutler, but 1 just want to be

a little cautious when...when we approach this so we"re not
opening the door for another, let"s say, boondoggle where they
come In and just get carried away on some of their testing. |
don®"t want that to hiﬁpen, and 1 wanted this on the record that

we did talk about that, and thank you very much, and I"1l give
ﬁhe rest of my time back to Senator Beutler, if he would like to
ave it.

SENATOR CUDABACK: Senator Beutler, would you like this time,
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