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County®"s  production. Ag Processors, AGP in Hastings,
14...14 million bushel of com. There"s more corn and milo
processed in Hastings than Adams County can produce. This 1is
impacting the market and 1 think it behooves us to keep these
people strong. Now the question Senator Beutler raises, and
it's a fTair question, you know, do we needto use this money
when we could be using it for some other place as far as...as
far as buying market share, 1 believe trying tobuy market share
in Nebraska i1s futile. 1°m disappointed in the ag community for
not utilizing the ethanolfproduction more in their pickups and
cars. Pretty near all the fTield vehicles you see are diesel
engines. I"'m disappointed in that. I don*t know what to do
about that. But I believe what this bill...about is producer
credits. Nebraska doesn"t even have 1 percent of the United
States population. We are producing ethanol for markets outside
of Nebraska. That"s what it"s all about. I wish we could get
our market share higher. 1°m not willin? to spend the moneY or
that. 1 would rather keep the ethanol plants we have healthy.
1 would rather use it for expanded production and 1 think the
future for ethanol is tremendous. And this is a subsidy, but,
make no mistake about it, there"s probably no industry more
subsidized in this nation than the oil industry. What was the
Gulf War about? It was about subsidizing the oil industry. |
didn"t see the oil industrr pay the bill for that war. We, as
taxpayers, paid that bill. It cost a lot of money. And that
war wasn™"t about human rights; it was about oil production.
There would be no war. We wouldn®t be a...we wouldn™t have a
presence over there if it wasn"t for the oil over there. We"re
importing half of our energy needs when it comes to liquified
petroleum products. This is a way to make us less dependent on
other countries for our energy production. 1 would ask you to
vote down the committee amendments and vote Tfor the Stuhr
amendments as they come forward. A lot of us have worked hard
on this. | know it"s confusing and those of us who have worked
hard on this haven®t agreed on everything, but we"ve agreed that
we need an ethanol bill this year, we need...we need some
incentives out there for some new production and, in another
year or two, we"ll have time to evaluate this program and take
additional correctional steps.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.
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