
April 21, 1999 LB 605

TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

right time to talk about this, but I...I want to rise and tell 
you what...what the ethanol production in my part of the state 
has done, the impact on the communities surrounding Blair, 
Nebraska, where Cargill 'ias their ethanol plant. I've watched 
that grow from the beginning, watched what...the products that 
are coming out of that...out of that plant and the involvement 
of other companies within Cargill and that have come in and
joined with them. Not only domestic but also foreign companies 
have came in and, with a joint venture with Cargill, have made 
that plant grow. They are...they will be working on that plant 
and adding to it into the future, and who knows how far into the
future. It seems to me that when Cargill came in they bought
something like 800 acres of land in the Missouri bottom. It's 
been beneficial to the city of Blair. It is growing by leaps 
and bounds. They have a good school system, a good market. 
Housing is growing, and not only...not only in Blair but the 
surrounding communities. And I've watched some of the things 
that they make every day. All day long, these trucks, the
semi-tractor trailers will come through the town that I live in,
Nickerson, carrying what they call...it's what's left over out
of the corn that is being shipped to cattle feeders in eastern 
Nebraska, and there's a waiting list. There's a waiting list 
for people to get on to feed this to their cattle. It has taken 
about two-thirds less roughage that the farmers have to put up 
in...to feed their cattle in the wintertime. Been a great, 
great product for cattle feeders throughout eastern Nebraska. I 
might add that there really is not enough corn in eastern
Nebraska or surrounding Blair, Nebraska, to keep the plant in
production. I can't remember exactly what the percentage is, 
but it's a large percentage of corn that has to come from the 
state of Iowa, so they can keep the plant going. And I mean, 
and it could have been built in Iowa too, but it was built in 
Nebraska. Some of the things that...that are being manufactured 
now, one of the big things is the corn sweetener. They have 
these 5,000 gallon tankers that leave that plant round the clock 
with the sweetener that goes into the...Coca Cola is one of 
their big...one of their big customers, used in a sweetener for 
the soda. Plastics, wheat...or the oil, corn oil comes out of 
the wheat germ. And if any of you have ever...have ever been 
around a plant like this one, where they make all these 
different things, it's remarkable. I love to go back there 
every year and just watch and see what new is happening at this


