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interjected into a criminal case, 1 think a lot of folks believe
that, well, . ..

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.

SENATOR HILGERT: ...iF 1 buy a great lawyer, if | have enough
money, my chances are better. Is that fair? I know most
Nebraskans are for the death penalty, and I would agree with
Senator Bruning that these individuals deserve it. But
Nebraskans, beyond being for the death penalty, 1 believe are

fair. Now if we look at this moratorium and we study this, what
harm is there in looking at the reality of the way that the
death penalty is imposed in the state of Nebraska? The wheels

of justice keep on turning. Individuals are still..._.will be
sentenced to death. Why should we be afraid of what the result
of a study might be? If you...are you...do some members believe

that if we study the...
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Time.

SENATOR HILGERT: .. .death penalty.... I didn"t hear the one
minute.

PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, members of the Legislature, |
want to...oh, 1 see Senator Hilgert has his light on, so he will
have more time. Here"s what 1 wish we could keep in mind, what
Justice Douglas said about the Rosenbergs. It"s more effective
when I read 1t, even though 1°ve read it so many times 1 could
quote it backward, forward, or starting at the middle and going
both ways. No harm would be done. The Rosenbergs were behind
bars. They could be executed in October, as well as in June. |1
heard everything Senator Bruning said and his argument is the
one that people often give who are for the death penalty— 1 feel
a certain way and, therefore, Eeople out to die. Maybe all of
our Tamilies have been touched by murder. Mine has been, and
they" 1l never catch the ones who murdered my nephew. Never .
They don"t even care. And it was a brutal murder. He was shot
so many times in the head that the coffin could not be open.
But I'm not Ulike Senator Bruning. My sleep is going to be
disturbed because somebody did a terrible deed. Maybe 1 have
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