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TRANSCRIPT PREPARED BY THE CLERK OF THE LEGISLATURE
Transcriber's Office

reams of articles from the newspapers, excerpts from books, 
other publications showing the erratic way in which the death 
penalty is handed out, and then the even more erratic way in 
which it is actually carried out. If you were to look at all of 
the murderers, you could say that they would fill up that alcove 
area where the Clerk and the President are located. Those are 
all of the murderers. If you want to look at those who were 
entitled or eligible for the death penalty, say that they 
were...they would fill up that block that includes the board, 
not just the board, but that block that is away from the wall. 
All those are eligible for the death penalty. Those who 
actually are sentenced to death might make up that area of the 
board which contains the number of the bill and the time by the 
digital clock. Those who are actually executed may be the size 
of the top part of the number three. In other words, by the 
time you get down to the point of actually killing people, there 
is the greatest amount of disparity and unfairness. As one of 
the Supreme Court judges said in the case of Furman v. Georgia, 
when the Supreme Court struck down all death penalty statutes in 
the country because of the way they were administered, being 
sentenced to die and executed is like being struck by lightning. 
There is no rhyme, no reason. You look again at the few who are 
on death row, and there is no rational reason for them to be 
there, when the vast majority of those eligible for the sentence 
are not there. When a punishment is not applied on the vast 
majority of those for whom it is designed, it is not a 
punishment, it is a perversion of the law. I spent the last 
hours, the couple of days that two prisoners spent on this 
earth, and those were the worst experiences of my life. I was 
not going to do it, because I did not want my presence to 
suggest, nor anything I did to suggest that I would be complicit 
in the state killing anybody. But I was requested by the 
condemned men to be there. And one of them, John Joubert, was a 
man that I could say probably was universally hated. So if 
there was ever a person who needed somebody to look out for his 
interests at that time, when nobody cared, he was the man. And 
it was not too much for me, despite the terrible crimes for 
which he was convicted and sentenced, it was not too much for me 
to be there with him during those last two days, and especially 
during his last hours. It takes more than a notion to get a
person, not only from the courtroom where he is sentenced to 
die,...
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