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effective, not effective enough, but somewhat effective? I'm 
pleased with the way that we've been able to increase child 
support collections in the state, but I still think that we have 
a long way to go. Or do we want to come up with the money out
of the state...out of our state funds, the $15 million, and 
start figuring out how we're going to come up with the 
$58 million that we will lose next year in TANF funds, so that 
we can maintain a system so that, in absolute opposition to what 
Senator Chambers has been saying, we can continue to protect the 
women and children in this state? Are we going to force our
counties to eat the $15 million? Those are the questions we
have to ask ourselves. We have to quit reaching for straws and 
pretending that this is not the situation that it is, not the 
situation that has been shown in the federal legislation. Let 
me tell you how serious the Congress is about this. Because all 
the states were complaining, because states like Ohio, that lost 
the $12 million, was complaining,...
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: One minute.
SENATOR BROWN: ...the Congress got back together and reaffirmed
this welfare reform legislation. Now, for some of those people 
it may have been that they just wanted to be able to reduce 
welfare rolls. But I hope and I believe that for a lot of the 
people the motivation was the same as it is for many of us on 
the floor of the Legislature today, that they wanted more 
children to receive the support that they deserved, so that they 
would not have to be a part of the welfare system, so that they
would not have to be dependent on government to support them 
when they had parents that could support them. And so the 
Congress absolutely believes in this legislation, believes that 
this kind of a system is going to make it better for us...
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Time.
SENATOR BROWN: ...to collect child support across the nation.
Thank you.
PRESIDENT MAURSTAD: Thank you, Senator Brown. Senator
Chambers, for what purpose do you rise?
SENATOR CHAMBERS: Mr. President, I withdraw my bracket motion.
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